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Picture Above: Annual Interfaith Peace Service, St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral Edinburgh, Sep 19.  
 
 

 

Annual Report 
 
 
 
 

April 2018 – April 2019 
 
 
 
Mission 
 
The Edinburgh Interfaith Association (EIFA) was founded in 1989 to promote and facilitate 

positive engagement between faith communities of our religiously and culturally diverse city. 

This year marks our thirty-year anniversary. EIFA is now considered one of the most 

experienced and developed Interfaith bodies in the UK. EIFA strives to bring people together 

to work towards the greater good, provide expert services, build meaningful and beneficial 

relationships and to represent the interests and needs of faith communities. 

 

Vision Statement 
 
Working with peoples of all faith and none to create a more respectful, peaceful world. 
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Mission Statement 
 
EIFA: 
 

Bringing faith communities together 
 

Promoting understanding, trust and positive action 
 

Offering our expertise as a resource to all 
 

 

 

EIFA’s aims are: 
 

1. To promote religious harmony, diversity and equal opportunities in 

Edinburgh and its wider environs by bringing together faith communities in 

deeper dialogue leading towards mutual understanding, trust, respect, co-

operation and peace; 
 

2. To advance the education of the general public on Interfaith and 

multicultural issues to further their awareness and understanding; 
 

3. To contribute towards the development of a global culture of peace by 

working both locally and globally to improve co-operation between faiths 

and cultures; 
 

4. To work with local, national and international organisations, both religious 

and secular, to further the aims a), b), and c). 
 
 
 
Message from the Executive Director 
 

 

It is hard to look back on the past year without turning your mind to the tragic events 

including the mass shootings in the Synagogue in Pittsburgh, the Mosque in Christchurch and 

the churches in Sri Lanka. As members of different faith communities we have all united in 

solidarity and grief for those who sadly lost their lives. It has highlighted the importance of 

the work of Interfaith organisations such as EIFA in promoting interfaith peace and 

understanding. We are fortunate that in Edinburgh we have not been victim to such an attack 

but we must not be complacent. It was in looking to ensure that EIFA continues to learn from 

best practice of modelling strong Interfaith engagement that I was delighted after months of 

discussion to bring together the, ‘Capital City Interfaith Network’ which we hosted in 

February. 

 

Delegates from across Europe gathered together for the network launch. The network 

acknowledges that capital cities share much in common including being home to Parliaments, 

financial centres and some of the highest levels of religious and cultural diversity. Interfaith 

organisations play a vital but often unrecognised role in helping to maintain strong, peaceful 

cohesive communities, resistant to the importing of international conflicts. Through greater 
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collaboration we hope not only to learn from one another and build on existing excellent 

work but to speak together with one clear unified voice on issues of concern.  

 

 

Building on our interfaith education work, in October we launched, ‘The Ground We Share.’ 

(https://www.thegroundweshare.com). This is an interactive online resource suitable for young 

people tackling the growing problem of religious prejudice and bullying such as Islamophobic 

hate crime. The resource seeks to educate young people against religious prejudice through 

answering their questions around faith and belief and breaking down any misconceptions 

that exist. The project co-delivered with Trinity High School students has at its core interviews 

with representatives of different religions and faith traditions on questions that mattered to 

them. These responses were then uploaded to the website to be shared with wider 

audiences. Students also have the opportunity to email in their own questions. The site 

encourages understanding of how people of different characteristics are affected by bullying 

and hate crime and highlights what can be done to help prevent bullying/hate crime, how to 

support victims and how to report crimes. We were delighted that the potential of the 

resource was acknowledged by the Cabinet Secretary for Communities Aileen Campbell, who 

spoke at our launch event. We have had great feedback from young people on the resource 

and some suggestions for further improvements. We need to identify alternative funding 

streams in order to implement changes which include filming additional videos on faith and 

belief and viewpoints on contemporary moral issues. 

 
Health and well-being continues to be an area that EIFA seeks to be able to help to make a 
differences. We have been pleased with the progress of our Interfaith befriending project: 
“Faithful Friends” whose success has led to the extension of the project towards the latter 
part of 2019 with additional funding being sought. We have also been responding to the 
growing need for support for mental health and wellbeing, recognising that it is the biggest 
killer of men under forty-five in Scotland. To date we have provided initial training to faith 
leaders and are looking to build on that to better equip faith communities to best support 
people who present with mental health problems. 
 
An increasingly growing area of concern to all faith communities is what is widely recognised 
as the ‘climate emergency’ facing the planet. EIFA has held meeting and events with faith 
communities to identify what action that we can as communities take together. One such 
action was to issue an ‘Interfaith Appeal on Climate Disruption’ to civic leaders and 
lawmakers. 
 
This year marks 30 years since the creation of the Edinburgh Interfaith Association and its 
work has never been more vital than it is today. Whether it be coming together through 
interfaith peace walks, services, community meals and dialogue programmes the key thing is 
that we come together in solidarity and set an example for other areas of the globe that 
people of faith can happily and peacefully co-exist. 
 
I would like to end by dedicating this report to a good friend of EIFA, Dr Dennis Mukwege our 
key note speaker in 2017 who was awarded the Noble Peace Prize in 2018 

https://www.thegroundweshare.com/
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2018-19 Programme Overview 
 
 

Education 
 
EIFA’s work in Schools is fundamental to our mission, as through an education grounded in 

both knowledge and respect our society will become both more tolerant and cohesive. 

Religious prejudice is fuelled by stereotypes and prejudice which our educational work in 

schools and our brand new online resource the ‘Ground We Share’ looks to break down. 

 

The resource was officially launched by the Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Miss Aileen 
Campbell who also spoke at our ‘Ground We Share’ youth event, as shown below. The site 
has received glowing reports from pilot schools and students using the resource.  
 
Student Feedback 
 

- ‘We have learned more (referring to the site or site workshop) than in all their time 

studying RME.’  

- One student commented that as a result of using the site they had learned that, 

‘People of Faith have the same hopes and dreams as other people.’ That, ‘they were 

not strange or that different from us’ and from now on they, ‘would not be afraid of 

them because of how they dressed or talked.’  

- Another said that, “I got out of this that no matter what religion you are or even if 

you aren't religious we all deserve to be treated the same. We are all human.”  

- Evidence that the site helps to break down stereotypes was succinctly put by one 

student. “I enjoyed it because they put stereotypes to rest and that not everyone is 

the same.” 

A further educational hate crime course for schools will be added to the site in the summer 

of 2019. 

www.thegroundweshare.com 

 
Above left to right. Ms Aileen Campbell, EIFA Director Iain Stewart, student faith  
society representatives. Far right Clare Levy (EIFA treasurer) 

 

http://www.thegroundweshare.com/
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Commemorative Days and Special Events 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day  
 
Liberton High School in partnership with EIFA hosted a very moving Holocaust Memorial Day 
event. This year the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day was ‘Torn from home’. The audience 
were brought to tears by the devastating and harrowing stories of how both Martin Stern 
(Holocaust) and Marie Clare (Rwanda) were ‘torn from their homes.’ Both were young 
children when the tragic events unfolded in their countries, both had been forced into hiding 
and both had to endure the pain of losing family members including both their fathers who 
were killed during the atrocities. 
 
There were very powerful contributions from the students including Kyle Mcaulay and Declan 
Kelly who were clearly overcome by emotion from their visits to Auschwitz and wanted to 
stress the fact that the holocaust was not just about statistics of numbers killed but about 
real people like us who lost their lives. Both the Lord Provost and sixth year student Erin 
Waldie reminded us that there are people in the world today who are also, ‘torn from their 
homes’ fleeing persecution from their home countries who need our support. That there is a 
great need as countries and people of the world to come together to put an end to war and 
violence.  
 
Depute Head teacher Mr Greenaway read from ‘a letter from a holocaust survivor.’ In the 
letter it explains, “Help your children become human your efforts must not produce learned 
monsters, skilled psychopaths. Reading writing and arithmetic are only important if they serve 
to make our children more human.’ These words echoed that of Martin Stern who said that 
we solve the problem of genocide, “by UN resolutions. The only hope is that in the future 
every child in the world should be educated to immunise against and the tendency to hate 
others to regards others as inferior.”  
 
Below: Mimi and Martin from HMD Liberton Jan 19. 
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Peace Service    
 

Another important event in the EIFA calendar continues to be the Annual Interfaith Peace 
Service which this year was held at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral. At the Peace Service people 
came together in solidarity to call for prayer and healing in a world that too often feels 
divided. 
 

 Left: Navinder Singh with the Rev Scott McKenna 

 
 
 

Strategic Dialogue Days 
 
EIFA is committed to organising three events throughout the year which engage religious 
representatives in dialogue together with key public services and protected groups towards 
the betterment of society. This year we had engagement on issues related to ‘health and well-
being.’ These events focused on supporting people living with dementia and mental health 
problems. Our Annual Religious Leaders meeting with the Council leader focused on 
responses to ‘climate change.’ 

  

Above: Photograph of our engagement on dementia awareness with, the Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society 

and Faith and Older People. August 2018 
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Above: Nikki Kilburn learning and development facilitator from Penumbra delivers a workshop on equipping 
faith representatives on how to best respond to people who present with mental health problems. 
 
 
Faithful Friends 
 

  
Above: Picture from befriending events at Punjabi Junction 

 
Loneliness is a bigger problem than simply an emotional experience. Research shows that 
loneliness and social isolation are harmful to our health: lacking social connections is as 
comparable a risk factor for early death as smoking 15 cigarettes a day 
 

EIFA’s Faithful Friends Befriending Service provides a befriending service for people from the 
diverse faith communities in Edinburgh, helping to build bridges of respect and friendship. 
The project works alongside vulnerable people who are lonely and isolated in their 
communities to develop meaningful relationships. It is carried out through regular home visits 
by volunteers, and a variety of social events and activities. The Faithful Friends Befriending 
Project aims to fully integrate anyone who is isolated and lonely into a supportive and caring 
community. Our aim for running this service is to build confidence, reduce isolation and 
improve health. 
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During the period 1/09/18 – 31/03/19 Faithful Friends achieved the following results: 
 

 7 vulnerable individuals matched with befrienders (new matches) 

 Trained and supported 17 volunteers (individual befriending & activity groups)  

 The 6 training sessions provided, equating to 18 hours of training for 17 volunteers 
in total 

 7 activity groups/lunchtime events held 

 187 Individuals attended activity groups/ lunchtime events 

 5 Networking and volunteering events attended to raise the profile of Faithful 
Friends  

 21 volunteers from partner groups actively participating in the project 

 15 new relationships developed with places of worship and community groups 
 
 
Grassroots 
 
 
EIFA’s work is embedded in community and attempting to listen to the issues that matter to 

our members which is why this year we responded to the call to programmes around ‘climate 

change’ and ‘mental health.’ We have also listened to request to have community meals held 

more within the communities themselves in order to inspire more learning and engagement 

with different faith communities. This year we introduced a programme of speakers and 

discussions for International Women’s Day (pictured below). This year’s event included 

panellists exploring the remaining barriers to gender equality within faith communities. The 

highlight of our event was our guest speakers Madinah Javed best known for Quran recitation 

and Trinsha Sign OBE (Director of Sikh Sanjog) who spoke on the barriers to gender equality 

in faith communities. We also had input from EIFA Board members: Clare Levy, Nasim Azad, 

Shipra Kohil, Nasim Azad and Jean Fowler. We are hoping to continue to build and grow this 

event and are open to ideas for next year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9 

 

Policy and Consultancy 

 
 
EIFA’s reputation and demand for delivering training around religion and belief is growing. 

Skills Development Scotland contracted EIFA for four training and development workshops. 

The first three were in partnership with Central Scotland Equality and were focused on 

delivering training on, ‘Religion in the Workplace’ to charities, businesses and other 

professionals across Scotland, responsible for equality policy and implementation. EIFA was 

contracted separately to deliver training to: ‘Equality Champions’, namely careers officers 

from across Scotland on the main beliefs of the different faith communities and how might 

this best inform their practice. 

We continue to serve on the, ‘Scottish Alliance Against Prejudice and Hate Crime Working 

Group.’ In 2018 we delivered a presentation to the group on how the ‘Ground We Share’ 

might be used as a resource to combat religious prejudice.  

EIFA continues to develop specialism in the area of dementia. In September 2018 we released 

a booklet raising awareness of dementia across faith communities in the languages of Arabic, 

Urdu and Punjabi. 

New Initiatives 

As stated in my opening remarks we were pleased to launch the, ‘Capital Cities’ Interfaith 
Network in January 2019. Delegates from across the UK and Europe gathered together at a 
conference at the Edinburgh City Chambers where the Lord Provost, Right Honourable Lord 
Lieutenant and Lord Provost Frank Ross officially opened the, ‘Capital Cities Interfaith 
Network.’ Below is the statement released shortly after its launch. 
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Statement from the Capital Cities Interfaith Network 
 
“Collectively as representatives from Capital City Interfaith networks we recognise that we 
share much in common and have much to gain through greater collaboration. Capital Cities 
are uniquely placed and face unique challenges. They are home to Parliaments, financial 
centres and some of the highest levels of religious and cultural diversity. Interfaith 
associations play vital and often unrecognised roles in promoting Interfaith understanding 
and relations which help maintain strong, peaceful cohesive communities. Through greater 
collaboration we hope to establish a mutual exchange of learning and best practice and 
enable Capital City interfaith organisations to speak together with a clear unified voice on 
issues that matter to them. It is our hope that the network can build on already existing 
excellent work done by the capital interfaith associations towards peaceful, open, inclusive 
and cohesive societies. 
 
At the conference we were pleased to agree on a framework moving forward and for key 
priorities and activities for the network. We would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
from across the religious and political spectrum who have given encouragement to the 
network including Mairead McGuinness, First Vice President of the European Parliament, who 
have recognised the potential key role that the network can play in embracing and celebrating 
the increasing religious diversity of Europe.” 

 

The Future 
 
In 2019 EIFA celebrates its thirty-year anniversary. We have reached milestone due to the 
ongoing support of our faith communities and others including the Scottish Government. As 
you would appreciate it is good practice for any long established organisation to reviews its 
constitution and articles of association to ensure they are fit for the purpose for the current 
time. In 2018 our former co-convenor Stewart Green undertook a professional review of our 
constitution and has been working on a new constitution which we believe can carry the 
organisation forward. The newly proposed constitution would allow for individual members 
to have an equal vote at our AGM and to put themselves forward for nomination to the board. 
Faith communities would similarly be able to nominate someone to serve on the board. There 
could be no more than eight faith represented in either category.  A further six spaces would 
be available for trustees with the necessary skills sets required by the board.  We hope the 
constitution will go forward to our board meeting for in April before being submitted at the 
AGM for approval in June. 
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Events 
 
It was a very busy year of events for EIFA. Below is a list of some of our activities. 
 

• May 2018 Interfaith Peace Walk – The walk began at St Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, York Place, before culminating at a special service at Muslim 
Welfare House. 

• May 2018 Faith and Sexuality Event – An event was held at Edinburgh 
University looking at how to make faith communities more inclusive to the 
LGBTQIA community. 

• June 2018 Edinburgh 2050 Community Meal. Venue: City of Edinburgh 
Methodist Church. The guest speaker was the Honourable Lord Provost Frank 
Ross who spoke to faith communities about the Edinburgh 2050 vision project.  

• August 2018 Dementia Awareness Event- An awareness raising event with the 
Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society in partnership with Faith and Older People and 
Central Scotland Equality 

• September 2018. Interfaith Peace Service. This year’s peace service was held 
at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral and compered by Navinder Singh.  

 
• October 2018 AGM, Civic Reception and Key Note Lecture – Venue: City 

Chambers. Krish Kaval (bottom left), the director of Faith Leadership 
explored, ‘Leadership roles in the modern world.’ 
 

 
 

• October 2018 Ground We Share Conversations. An interfaith youth event 
exploring issues important to young people in contemporary Scotland based 
on the, ‘Ground We Share’ website. Attended by Cabinet Secretary 
Communities, Ms Aileen Campbell.  
 

• November 2018 Breaking Barriers. This year’s scriptural session explored the 
relationship between parents and children in Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim scripture 

 

• November 2018 Remembrance Sunday – EIFA continued took part in the 
remembrance day service with the ‘Executive Director’ laying a wreath on 
behalf of interfaith communities.  

• November 2018 Religious Leaders Conference – This year’s conference hosted 
by Adam McVey leader of Edinburgh Council focused on faith community’s 
response to ‘climate change’ was facilitated by David Somervell a former 
University Sustainability Adviser. 

• November 2018 Ground We Share official launch event- Official launch of the 
‘Ground We Share’ event with contributions from Ms Aileen Campbell the 
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Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Sarah Robinson Galloway from Youth Link 
Action on Prejudice project, Police Scotland and faith representatives. 

• November 18, The Big St Andrews Interfaith Fund Raising Dinner – Interfaith 
celebration for St Andrews day. 

• Jan 2019, Holocaust Memorial Day, Liberton High School, 
• Jan 2019, Capital Cities Interfaith Launch Event, 
• Feb 2019. Mental Health Awareness Event for Faith Leaders 
• March 2019. International Women’s Day Events. 
• April 2019. (SOHTIS) Survivors of Human Trafficking Conference. EIFA 

attended a conference at Dundas Castle looking at ways faith communities 
can help to eradicate human trafficking. 

 
EIFA has strong relationships with other bodies including: 
 
Scottish Government  
Police Scotland 
Edinburgh City Council 
Edinburgh University 

 

Members and Partnerships 
 
EIFA’s membership from faith community groups continues to grow although we would like 
to welcome more groups into our fold. We have also continued our good working relationship 

with Interfaith Scotland and Interfaith Glasgow and meet regularly.  
 
Amongst our many partners and working associates are: 
 

• 3rd Party Reporting 
• Beyond the Veil 
• BEMIS 
• Sikh Sanjog 
• British Legion 
• Central Scotland Equality 
• Edinburgh and Lothian’s Regional Equalities Council 
• European Union National Institutes for Culture 
• EWIG 
• Faith in Older People 
• French Consulate 
• Interfaith Scotland 
• Penumbra 
• Just Festival 
• Napier University 
• Skills Development Scotland 
• SOHTIS Survivors of Human Trafficking 
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Photos from Ground We Share site and Ground We Share launch event 

 

Finance 
 
The major part of EIFA’s core funding for 2018-2019 came from the Scottish Government 

Voluntary Action Fund. We also received a number of smaller, project specific grants and 
donations from organisations and trusts which enabled us to give extra energy to some of our 

projects, and we are very grateful to these trusts for recognising the valuable work EIFA does: 
Foundation Scotland and many of our faith community members. EIFA has had a few very 

valuable volunteers who have helped regularly over the last year from helping to cook 
delicious feasts for the community meals and contributed to the smooth running of many 
other events. If you are interested in volunteering to help with running events or in another 
capacity, please email us at info@eifa.org.uk 


