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Mission
The Edinburgh Inter Faith Association (EIFA) was founded in 1989 to promote and 
facilitate positive engagement between faith communities of our religiously and 
culturally diverse city. EIFA is now considered one of the most experienced and 
developed inter-faith bodies in the UK. EIFA strives to bring people together for the 
greater good, provide expert services, build meaningful and beneficial 
relationships and to represent the interests and needs of faith communities. 

Vision Statement 
Working with peoples of all faith and none to create a more respectful, peaceful 
world. 

Mission Statement 

EIFA: 

Bringing faith communities together 

Promoting understanding, trust and positive action 

Offering our expertise as a resource to all 

EIFA’s aims are:
1. To promote religious harmony, diversity and equal opportunities in 

Edinburgh and its wider environs by bringing together faith communities in 
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deeper dialogue leading towards mutual understanding, trust, respect, co-
operation and peace; 

2. To advance the education of the general public on inter-faith and 
multicultural issues to further their awareness and understanding; 

3. To contribute towards the development of a global culture of peace by 
working both locally and globally to improve co-operation between faiths 
and cultures; 

4. To work with local, national and international organisations, both religious 
and secular, to further the aims a), b), and c). 

Message from the Executive Director

The past year has highlighted the growing importance of the Interfaith Associations 
work in helping to build a more peaceful respectful society which understands and 
respects the value and contribution of our faith communities. This has become all 
the more essential as many peaceful followers of faiths present in Edinburgh and 
across the UK find themselves increasingly the target of hate crimes or hate 
incidents. Often this is a consequence of a conflict occurring on the other side of 
the world for which they are being falsely identified with. These events have led 
to increasing demand on EIFA’s services, from educational events and resources to 
the need to issue public statements after national and international terrorist 
incidents. The latter have helped to reassure communities and to highlight the 
peaceful message central to all faiths. Yet at the backdrop to the growing demand 
on EIFA’s services the Association has faced unprecedented cuts in its funding from 
£70,000 to £50,000. At one stage, all staff were briefly made redundant until 
funding was eventually secured.  

We were grateful to having being awarded government funding and grants from the 
One City Trust and for donations from community members. Of these I would like 
to make a special mention to Mayfield Salisbury Church, the Edinburgh Hebrew 
Community, the Liberal Jewish Community, Guru Nanak Gurdwara and Craigmillar 
Muslim Forum. In difficult times the support of our faith communities and 
recognition of the importance of our work has given us the encouragement and 
strength to move forward. To that end we have emerged from the other side of 
these difficult challenges with newly developed projects which further highlight 
the values and contribution of our faith communities. One significant project, ‘Our 
Story,’ traces the history of minority faith communities in Edinburgh. As a result of 
lottery funding, a project officer, Carrie Alderton was contracted to develop this 
project which will launch in Parliament in November 2017 with an exhibition soon 
after in the Museum of Edinburgh. It has been fascinating and heart-warming to 
read the stories of the growth and development of the faith communities of 
Edinburgh who like EIFA have overcome throughout the decades, challenges of 
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their own. Another positive initiative has been the development of the Multi-faith 
Court Chaplaincy Project, ‘The Listening Service.’ EIFA has been proud to be a part 
of the ‘Listening Service’ from its early beginnings bringing a pool of trained 
volunteers together from different faiths offering a non-judgemental listening ear 
which has been well recieved by court users and staff. Over the course of the year 
EIFA has also continued to develop and grow new and existing connections and 
relationships. For example, EIFA has forged new relationships with Napier 
University and is looking forward to shortly welcoming Nika Puri in her role 
assisting with development, funding and partnership. 

EIFA continues to support the work of ‘Faith and Older People’ and was contracted 
to carry out research into the awareness of dementia in minority faith 
communities. EIFA’s relationships across the spectrum of political parties have 
grown and we were grateful for the cross party support for EIFA when faced with 
challenges around our future funding. 

As always the interfaith peace walks and services continue to be some of the most 
memorable of the EIFA activities. Last year we made the long walk from the 
Edinburgh Hebrew Synagogue across places of worship culminating in a peace 
service at the Guru Nanak Gurdwara. At one stage, we had close to a hundred 
people with us with over half staying with us for the duration of the walk. At 
Annandale Mosque, extra seats had to be brought in during the peace service to 
accommodate the unexpected large numbers. To bring about peace and 
togetherness in the world faith communities are needed to come together both in 
action and prayer and both these events were excellent examples of that and 
provide hope for the future.  

EIFA welcomes new projects such as the, ‘Listening Service’ where we can work 
with faith communities for the common good and which offer an opportunity to 
diversify our funding. In the tough financial climate this might become more 
necessary not only to support new initiatives but to support the work that is at the 
very core and heart of EIFA such as in education and dialogue. 

2016-17 Programme Overview

Education
EIFA’s work in Schools is fundamental to our mission, as 
it is through an education grounded in both knowledge 
and respect that our society will become both more 
tolerant and cohesive. We continue to provide interfaith 
panels and speakers for schools across the city, and last 
year provided training sessions to equip faith 
representatives with the skills to deliver talks in 
schools. 
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Commemorative Days and Special Events
These are days both to remember lessons from the past, and to cast light on what 
is going on in the present.  

The Gandhi Day 2016 main event not only 
looked at the life and teachings of Gandhi 
through the media of film, guided by Indian 
film critic Piyush Roy, it looked at how 
Gandhi’s teachings of non-violence applied 
to modern day conflicts with Jean Paul 
Samputu explaining the importance of the 
message of non-violence and forgiveness of 
Rwanda today.  

The interfaith peace pilgrimage continues to grow from strength to strength and 
EIFA is proud to continue to contribute to the Remembrance Sunday Service and is 
in discussions to be part of the official Lord Provost wreath laying party for 2017. 

Grassroots
EIFA’s work is embedded in community and comes to life not only through big, 
ground-breaking partnerships and events, but in the small encounters, 
conversations whilst walking together on the Peace Pilgrimage, eating together at 
a community meal, Ramadan meal or singing together on a bus home from the 
Women’s Group summer outing.  

 The grassroots is also the place where 
problems may be most keenly felt, and where apparently small, personal matters, 
can become emblems of challenges faced by wider communities and societies. EIFA 
works closely with local organisations and faith communities to ensure their voices 
and concerns are heard, respected and addressed at the appropriate level. 

Policy and Consultancy
Many organisations and agencies call on the expertise of EIFA’s long history and 
experience of interfaith issues, as well as our up to date knowledge of what is 
happening at the level of community, to contribute to new initiatives and policies 
in both Edinburgh and around the country.  
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The Future 
In a difficult financial climate EIFA has secured funding for the next 3 years and has 
small funding towards its Multi-Faith Court Chaplaincy and a new Inter-Befriending 
Project which will see two volunteers from different faith communities matched 
with a befriendee.  

The Listening Service (Multi-faith court chaplaincy) has 
grown from strength to strength in the last year with 
growing numbers of volunteers and service users who 
have left glowing feedback on this service which provides 
a non-judgemental listening ear to alleviate what can be 
a very stressful experience of attending court. We hope to 
grow our volunteers from across faith communities and 
work to secure funding for a project worker. 

                                                                           

The Faithful Friends Befriending will launch with its first training session at Punjabi 
Junction on the 24th of October, training and support is being offered by our lead 
worker Pall Singh and we hope faith communities will help us with this essential 
service. Loneliness and isolation is an increasing problem that together our 
communities can help to address. 

We hope to secure further funding which will enable us to look forward to the 
future with confidence. Education and dialogue will always be at the core of EIFA 
and to that end EIFA has been working on the, ‘Ground We Share’ educational 
online resource which will provide downloadable and interactive resources on the 
main beliefs of faith communities and allowing opportunities for engagement 
between students and faith community representatives. This project we hope will 
help to tackle the problem of religious literacy and religious prejudice.   

As we look towards new and exciting projects we are pleased to 
report on the progress of the, ‘Our Story Project’ which launched 
last year. Fantastic stories and pictures have been brought 
together to bring to life the individual and collective stories of 
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the faith communities of Edinburgh. This will come together in a main static 
exhibition which will be based at the Museum of Edinburgh and launched at the 
Parliament on November 16th 2017.  A smaller version will be taken across schools 
throughout Edinburgh. 

Moving forward we must look towards projects such as the above where we can use 
our expertise for the common good and at the same time help to secure much 
needed income to the organisation. Helping to identify such projects and new 
funding streams will be Nika Puri newly appointed to the EIFA board and seconded 
one day a month from Napier University. She brings a wealth of experience in the 
field of diversity and fundraising and will be an asset to the organisation. 

EIFA continues to recognise the need to widen and increase our dialogue 
engagement not just with the general public and schools but to have more 
strategic dialogue between religious representatives, public bodies and key service 
providers such as the Police. The first of such dialogues will take place on October 
18th at Napier University as the topic of, ‘Religious hate crime’ is discussed with 
students and Police representatives.  

In summary despite the challenge of funding constraints EIFA continues to deliver 
excellent interfaith programmes punching above its weight of only one full time 
and 2 part-time members of staff. In the short term the future is bright with our 
newly emerging projects and we will work to build on these and future initiatives 
to secure the future of the organisation and its much needed services. 

Events 
It was a very busy year of events for EIFA. Below are a list of some of our activities 

• October 2016: Gandhi Day & International Day of Non-Violence – organised 
at Augstines United Church, EIFA welcomed renowned Indian film critic 
Piyush Roy and Rwandan genocide survivor and peace activist Jean Paul 
Samputu 

• November 2016: EIFA Annual Keynote Lecture – Aaaqil Ahmed (Head of BBC 
Religion & Ethics Programming) spoke on the topic of, ‘Faith and the 
responsibility of the media’ to a packed university audience 

• November: Remembrance Sunday – EIFA continued took part in the 
remembrance day service 

• November: Interfaith Week – Other key events included, ‘The Religious 
Leaders and Faith Representatives Conference’ where the focus was the 
theme of compassion. Speakers included Dr John Gilles (Compassion 
Initiative Edinburgh University and Nick Croft (Cooperate Policy &. Strategy 
Manager) who looked at how the University plans to make Edinburgh a 
compassion city could be incorporate into Edinburgh city councils vision for 
2050. 
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• December: Interfaith Peace Vigil – This was held at Annandale Mosque, with 
significant attendance from religious and political leaders, to remember 
those killed in terror events in the autumn/winter. 

• January: Holocaust Memorial Day – A successful event took place at 
Drummond High School. EIFA was also involved with national events due to 
our close relationship with Rwandan survivor Umutesi Stewart 

• March: International Women’s Day – An afternoon with a talk by Dr. Lesley 
Morrison (peace activist) with workshops, music and other activities.  

Recent Events 
• May 2017: In ter fa i th Peace 

Pilgrimage – This year’s pilgrimage 
saw over 100 people walk together 
across different places of worship 
before fittingly ending with a 
special interfaith meal at the 
Edinburgh Hebrew Synagogue, as 
the Jewish community celebrated 
200 years of being in Edinburgh 

• May and June 2017: Unite4Ramadan 
Meals- Unite4Ramadan: Inspired by 
the ‘Say No to Hate Crime’ event.  As 
part of its commitment to reducing 
racism and religiously motivated 
crime EIFA partnered with Beyond the 
Veil to develop the Unite4Ramadan 
programme bringing free community 
meals dur ing Ramadan across 
Edinburgh targeting more deprived areas to provide engagement between 
the local communities and the Muslim community to learn the positive 
message of Islam whilst tacking underlying prejudices.  

• September 2017: Annual Interfaith Peace Service Building on the annual 
peace services of recent years a beautiful service was held in the Edinburgh 
Hindu Mandir with a large attendance across faith communities and a 
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contingent of students from Napier 
University. 

Education 
School Visits 
EIFA worked with severa l 
schools, of both primary and 
High School level over the year 
providing a combination of 
assemblies, ful l class-long 
sessions and interfaith panels to 
speak on themes such as ethics 
and morality. In addition, we 
facilitated the visits of some 
special speakers, including 
Rwandan survivor and musician 
Jean Paul Samputu to Drummond 
High School.  

The continuing positive feedback from students demonstrates the value of these 
visits in building knowledge and understanding, exposing students to diversity and 
engaging them in discussion and breaking barriers through increased awareness, 
building sensitivity and respect and reducing fear. 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
EIFA worked closely with teachers and 
students from Drummond School to prepare 
the Edinburgh City event for Holocaust 
Memorial Day in January. This year’s 
Memorial Day Event was one of the most 
moving events in recent years for several 
reasons. The school took the event to its 
heart with cross-curricular departments 
from Art, English to Music all making 
significant contributions from art work, 
poetry to music. The main speakers including Holocaust survivor Saskia Tepe and 
Rwandan survivor Umutesi Stewart who is well known to many EIFA members. Their 
testimonies had a significant impact on the students as was reflected in the 
speeches of the head boy and girl and the evaluation feedback which included, 
One audience member reflected: “Educating people about the past helps prevent 
negative ideologies; incorporating young and old people encourages community; 
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sharing stories increases understanding and compassion.  And another: I strongly 
believe that events of this kind are essential to combat intolerance and its terrible 
consequences in today’s world”. An S2 student reflected: “I have learnt that it 
isn’t just stories and that these were real situations.  Genocide is a horrible thing 
and everyone should be accepted for who they are.  I think that the world needs to 
spread more love and be grateful for what we’ve got.” 

Grassroots 
Civic Café  
Monthly civic cafes followed by community meals have offered a regular and 
welcome opportunity for individuals and groups of diverse faith and cultural 
backgrounds to gather and learn about a particular theme and then continue the 

conversation over a shared meal. The format was 
slightly changed this year with more community talks 
and meals being hosted by the individual faith 
communities themselves with the help of EIFA. The 
events were around topics such as religious festivals 
taking place within communities and looking at 
significant woman within their traditions.   

Feedback included: 

 “The community meals are a beautiful way of 
sharing not only food and beliefs but of coming together in a spirit of love and 
respect for our fellow beings. Such occasions are a wonderful reminder of our 
commonalties and of how faith can serve to unite us in these difficult times.”  

“The community meals are very necessary, in challenging divisive and disrespectful 
attitudes.” 

“It is so important to find ways of bringing folk of different faiths together in social 
contexts, thus building relationships.” 

  
Edinburgh Women’s Interfaith Group 
The Edinburgh Women’s Interfaith Group continues 
to be a safe, organic, open and informal group, 
welcoming women of all faiths and none.  At one 
event, Nila Joshi shares, “Six women from 
different faiths shared their personal faith stories 
in a supportive and sensitive environment. They 
reflected feeling more confidence and greater 
likelihood to engage with wider audiences in the 
future. One woman commented it was the first 
time she had spoken about her story and she felt 
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secure enough in the group to share it, and empowered by the quality of support 
and listening that she received.” 

This group meets monthly and allows women to build relationships with each other, 
learning and sharing across communities, as well as to find out about common 
issues and problems that might be affecting them, widening their social networks 
and broadening their awareness. Talks in 2016 included one from Police Scotland 
on the topic of Hate Crime, what it is and how to report it, and one from the 
Scottish Refugee Council provoking interesting debate.  

The group also visited places of worship across Edinburgh with monthly meetings 
were hosted by at the Edinburgh Hindu Temple, Sikh Sanjog and Gurudwara, 
Orthodox Church, Central Mosque, Synagogue, St. Giles Cathedral,  St. Johns 
church, Methodist Church, Buddhist Centre, Baha’i Centre, Brahma Kumari Centre  
and many more. This year the group also visited Glasgow Central Mosque and 
Nithsdale Road, Gurdwara. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING TRAINING FOR FAITH REPRESENTATIVES  

EIFA focused advertising for this event on women from Muslim and Sikh 
communities as a result of observing a shortage of female speakers from these 
groups. 10 women attended the training and afterwards some of the women were 
mentored for upcoming school panel events in which they put their new learned 
skills into practice on an interfaith panel for S2 students.  

Two of the women informed EIFA that they took on more key roles in their 
organisations and spoke at high profile events, including Parliament.  

Eighty three percent of the participants who returned evaluations responded that 
their speaking skills and confidence had increased. They commented particularly 
on increased understanding of how to structure a talk, how to relax before 
speaking, and how to get to know their audience so as to be better prepared and 
engage them more effectively.  (See Indicator 1) 

One participant shared: "Edinburgh Interfaith Association for me has been an 
invaluable stepping-stone in achieving the confidence with which I am able to 
interact with others and speak to large crowds and congregations. The various 
training sessions provided have been extremely beneficial, much required and 
timely.  For me in particular, the Speaker Training Sessions not only enhanced my 
skill set in preparing and delivering presentations but has allowed me to engage 
with an audience actively and more confidently making me feel better-connected 
with them." 

Communication
EIFA was busy working on completing and launching its brand new website. A 
special edition of Interfaith Matters was also nearing completion which included 
research into the 40 year history and 200 year history of the Sikh and Jewish 
communities respectively. EIFA has a strong following on facebook and a growing 
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list of people who read our e-newsletters. EIFA is also looking to increase 
communication and membership through reaching out to people through other 
channels including the creation of an EIFA App. 

Consultancy / Policy 

EIFA continues to offer and deliver consultancy to a number 
of different bodies. In 2016/2017 EIFA gave consultancy 
advice to several bodies which included contracted 
consultancy work with, ‘Faith and Older People’ and the 
SQA. New relationships and links were formed with Napier 
University and Nika Puri, the Napier Diversity and Inclusion 
officer was seconded to the EIFA board and staff. Further relationships were 
developed with EUNIC (the European National Institutes for Culture). 

EIFA also has strong relationships with other bodies including: 

Police Scotland 

Edinburgh City Council 

Edinburgh University 

Members and Partnerships 
EIFA’s membership from faith community groups continues to grow although we would like 
to welcome more groups into our fold. We have also continued our good working 
relationship with Interfaith Scotland, participating in their annual networking events in 
which the EIFA Executive Director delivered a presentation on the work of EIFA. Regular 
meetings have also taken place between EIFA, IFS and Interfaith Glasgow as we look to 
find ways to partner together in future projects. 

Over the last year EIFA has made many new connections with organisations and agencies in 
Edinburgh and beyond. These include EUNIC as we have looked to develop a potential 
future projects with the various consulate bodies. 

Amongst our many partners and working associates are: 

• 3rd Party Reporting 
• Beyond the Veil 
• BEMIS 
• British Legion 
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• Central Scotland Equality 
• Edinburgh and Lothians Regional Equalities Council 
• EUNIC 
• Edinburgh Peace Initiative 
• European Union National Institutes for Culture 
• EWIG 
• Faith in Older People 
• French Consulate 
• Interfaith Scotland  
• Just Festival 
• Napier University 
• Police Scotland 
• Scottish Government 
• Sikh Sanjog 
• The City of Edinburgh Council 
• The University of Edinburgh 
• World Peace Tartan 

Finance 
The major part of EIFA’s core funding for 2016-2017 came from the Scottish Government 
Voluntary Action Fund. We also received a number of smaller, project specific grants and 
donations from organisations and trusts which enabled us to give extra energy to some of 
our projects, and we are very grateful to these trusts for recognising the valuable work 
EIFA does: The One City Trust, The Heritage Lottery and many of our faith community 
members. 

Here goes a table of income and expenditure – Simon will prepare this 
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Staff and Board 

Faith Community Representatives 
Baha’i – Irene Cotugno 
Brahma Kumaris – Louisa Gupta 
Buddhist – Ani Rinchen Khandro 
Christian – Rev. Scott Mckenna 
Hindu – Shipra Kholi 
Jewish – Stewart Green 
Muslim – Bashir Malik 
Pagan – Jean Fowler 
Sikh – Dharmveer Singh 
Unitarian – Vacant 
Women in Faith (Sikh Sanjog) – Trishna 
Singh 
Chaplaincy Advisor – Ali Newell 
Arts and Cultural Advisor – Vacant 

Officers 
Co-Convener – Ruhy Parris 
Co-Convenor – Nasim Azad 
Secretary – Ifty Ali 
Treasurer – David Christie 
Honorary President – Rev. Prof Frank 
Whaling 
Honorary President – Victor Spence 
Honorary President – Rabbi David Rose 

Staff 
Executive Director- Iain Stewart 
Events and Administration – Aliya Ryan 
thereafter from April 2017 Zayaahn 
Hartley  

Volunteers 
EIFA has had a few very valuable volunteers who have helped regularly over the 
last year. In particular we would like to acknowledge the skills and time given by 
Josh Stein, Umutesi Stewart and Nila Joshi who helped cook delicious feasts for 
the community meals and contributed to the smooth running of many other 
events. Josh edited the most recent edition of Interfaith Matters, and he carried 
out a lot of independent research into the history of the Jewish and Sikh 
communities of Edinburgh.  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