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Who we are, what we do, and how 
you can support our work in 
Edinburgh and beyond
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AIMS
WE

SINCE 1989

we work with people of all faiths and none 
to create a more respectful, peaceful world

from 2015 to 2016 there was a 

increase in islamophobic hate crimes in 
Scotland

of all reported religiously 
aggregated offences in Scotland 
are commited against 
Catholics

engaging more faith communities to work together within and in partnership 
with EIFA to achieve the above aims

creating platforms for deeper dialogue and cooperation, including educational 
programmes

engaging with new organisations/ groups to offer training and consultancy

believe that th
rough 

interfaith education and 

dialogue we can work 

towards a safer and more 

inclusive Scotland

EIFA have worked to promote and facilitate positive 
engagement between the diverse faith communities of 

Edinburgh. We are now Scotland's longest running 
interfaith charity

bringing faith communities together

promoting understanding, trust and positive action

offering our expertise as a resource to all
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education
We develop and jointly co-ordinate 

education engagement with local 
schools.  Our work supports the 

curriculum through religious and 
cultural activities and panels as well 
as citizenship and peace education. 

For over 20 years we have been 
regularly visiting local schools, often 

accompanied by representatives of 
religious or faith communities in 

Edinburgh, to offer talks on 
particular faiths or provide 

multi-faith panel discussions on 
moral, or spiritual/religious issues

the Ground We Share 

The Ground We Share aims to tackle prejudice 

and work towards reducing hate crime and dis- 

crimination: through an educational resource 

developed for High School students studying 

religion. Students at Trinity Academy have 

developed questions to ask religious 
representatives, such as: does religion 
create wars? Does your religion 
discriminate against women? These 
and other ethical questions are 
answered, in a range of short 
engaging films, which can 
be viewed on the Ground We Share website

Our Story is an EIFA project which began in 2016, collecting 

oral histories, interviews and videos from the faith 

communities around Edinburgh. Their memories told the 

history of their faith groups: how the first people came 

here, how they set up a community or religious building 

and integrated. These stories were displayed in the 

Museum of Edinburgh for 6 months, are now available in a 

mobile exhibition taken to schools, communities and 

public places, and are accessible on the following website: www.ourstoryeifa.org

Our Story



consultancy 
and

training

We provide consultancy and advice services to a 
range of local and national public, private and 
voluntary bodies. For over 20 years we have provided 
consultancy, training and coaching in diversity and 
equalities, to organisations such as public sector 
staff, various private employers, Police Scotland, and 
the NHS. We consistently offer informed advice on 
issues relating to faith and belief in Edinburgh, to 
Edinburgh Council, Lothian and Borders Police and 
voluntary organisations such as Faith in Older Peoplefor exam

ple... 

We have worked in partnership with Police 
Scotland, holding focus groups with those 
from various religious and cultural 
traditions, on how to best shape Prevent 
strategy in Scotland

In 2018, for International Women's Day, we 
held a public speaking workshop to 
encourage and support BME women in the 
workplace

We recently conducted training for SQA on 
Religion, Belief and Eduality in the 
workplace



events
EIFA organises numerous public events 
that educate, inform and provide a 
platform for engagement and 
understanding on the diversity within 
religious and spiritual traditions and 
associated multi-cultural beliefs. For 
example: we annually develop an 
extensive programme for Interfaith Week, 
including formal and informal dialogues, 
film screenings, talks and a religious 
leaders conference. We also organise and 
promote numerous public talks, formal 
and informal dialogues, panel events, 
exhibitions and conferences

community
meals

holocaust 
memorial day

international 
women's dayinternational

day of peace

peace walk

Each month EIFA hosts a 
community meal where we bring 
people from different faiths and 

cultures together - through 
something we can all agree on: a 
love of food! There is often a talk 

or discussion on a particular 
topic, for example, inspiring 

women of faith. Everybody is 
welcome, for free food, 

interesting chats, and meeting 
new people

Every year EIFA organises an 
event in partnership with a local 

school, to comemorate the 
Holocaust. The students perform 

music pieces and poems, 
speakers are invited who are 

often survivors of genocides, and 
we enter a space where we can 

reflect on history together

Every year EIFA celebrate 
International Women's Day, with a 

day jam packed with events. The 
programme changes year to year, 

but some of our highlights have 
been: the Reggae star Brina 

Murray, Bollywood and Highland 
dance performances and talks on 

topics ranging from public 
speaking to women in Iranian film

Once a year over 100 of us gather 
to walk between places of 

worship in Edinburgh, for peace. 
A community volunteers each 

year to feed the hungry walkers at 
their last stop

Each year we gather at a service 
to celebrate the International Day 

of Peace: religious 
representatives offer a prayer for 

peace, and discuss what peace 
means in our faith and cultral 

traditions. We collectively hope 
for a more peaceful tomorrow



support
our

work
projects

Like many NGO's EIFA has been affected by 
funding cuts, especially in relation to our core 
activities and the day to day running of the 
organisation. Donations to EIFA help us continue 
representing, and bringing together, our faith 
communities.

Much of our work now revolves around 
externally funded projects, for example: the Our 
Story Project funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. This allows us to widen our reach, to 
communities, audiences and organisations with 
no previous interraction with interfaith 
oranisations, and further our objectives in 
innovative ways. We are constantly developing 
new ideas for projects which meet a need we see 
in the city. One example of this is the Ground We 
Share project, developed to offer a balanced and 
situated educational resource for students on 
matters relating to faith, belief and culture. To 
continue developing and delivering these 
important projects we desperately need funding, 
whether big or small.

If you can offer your time, we also have a range 
of volunteering and internship opportunities 
available, in areas such as: social media, website 
development, events management and 
assistance, and film making and editing.

What is as damaging to health as smoking fifteen 
cigarettes a day, increases the likelihood of suffering 

from depression and can shorten our lives? The answer 
is loneliness and social Isolation. As faith groups in 
Edinburgh, how do we respond to this need in our 
communities? The answer is simple, by befriending 

people in their homes and through social group activities 
that connects them back into their community. Faithful 

Friends is a Befriending service piloted by Edinburgh 
Interfaith Association to address these issues and equip 

people from all faith groups to become Befrienders by 
providing training and support.

befriending 
service
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email us: info@eifa.org.uk

phone us: 01312 835 427

visit us: 25 Nicolson Square, 
Edinburgh, EH8 9BX

A Registered Charity in Scotland SC 017622


